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Second Sunday of advent Cycle A.  12/8 2019           Deacon Carl  

 Have any of you ever imagined what it would be like to be 

the greatest singer in the world, or what about the greatest athlete 

in the world?  Have you ever thought about what it would be like 

hear the cheers of people as they watched you perform?  

 I heard a story about a little boy who walked out into the 

backyard one day wearing his baseball cap and carrying a ball 

and bat.  "I'm the greatest hitter in the world," he said.  Then he 

tossed the ball into the air, swung at it, and missed.  "Strike One!" 

he yelled. 

 He picked up the ball and said again, "I'm the greatest hitter 

in the world!" Again, he tossed the ball into the air, and again he 

swung at it and missed. "Strike Two!" he cried. 

 The boy looked at his bat and ball, straightened his cap and 

said again, "I'm the greatest hitter in the world!"  A third time he 
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tossed the ball up in the air and swung at it.  He missed again.  

"Strike Three!" 

 Then the little boy picked up the ball, looked at it, and cried 

out in a loud voice, "I'm the greatest pitcher in the world!" 

 Maybe all of us at some time have dreamed of being the 

greatest at something.  This morning/afternoon/evening our 

Gospel is about a man who had no desire to be the greatest, or to 

be thought of as being the greatest. But he was great in the eyes of 

God.  

 John the Baptist took great pains to make sure everyone 

knew he was not the greatest. Our gospel describes him as having 

sort of a wild and unruly image, seemed to me almost scary,  and 

his diet was—well—……?  Despite all this, John’s ministry was 

very popular at the time, everyone was talking about him, and 

people would travel for many miles, from all over,  to see him, to 

hear him preach about repentance,  and to be baptized by him.  
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He became so popular that many people began to think that he 

might be the Savior—the messiah— that had been promised -- or 

that he must at least be Elijah or one of the great prophets who 

had come back from the dead. 

 But John assured everyone that he was not the messiah, or 

even one of the great prophets.  That’s because he wanted all of 

their attention to be on the coming of Jesus. He understood his 

role was part of a much larger and more significant event.  

 John  told the people that he was just a man who had come 

to tell them about the one who was coming, the one who truly 

was…. the greatest.  "The one who is coming -- why, I'm not even 

worthy to unbuckle his sandals," John said.  

 But later in Matthew’s gospel Chapter 11:11 Jesus speaks 

very highly of John the Baptist. He says, “Truly, I say to you, 

among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than 

John the Baptist.” So you see—he was the greatest in God’s eyes, 
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because….. he was open to the Spirit—he did what he was called 

to do.  He accepted his role in the greatest event in human history

— he discerned what he was supposed to do, and he did it well—

announcing the Good news that the messiah was coming, and  he 

was humble in doing so. 

 John also knew that the people needed to prepare…. and to 

be prepared they would have to “repent, for the Kingdom of God 

was at hand.”  They would have to turn from their sin and begin 

to do what was right and just. Thereby paving the way for the 

presence of the messiah  in the world.  

 Each year in the Advent season this is, also, our duty as 

Christians. Announcing Christ’s coming,  getting ready, and 

providing a witness, pointing to Him—paving the way. We seem 

to do this quietly don’t we?—Outside the Church, there are no big 

announcements of Advent—we are sort of in the shadow the 

secular Christmas hubbub. But this important season can come 
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alive for us and for others more by our example. We decorate our 

homes for the season,  and (thank goodness) we put up our lights 

at this darkest time of year. But  what we quietly witness to the 

world and to our communities is our hope and our confidence  in 

Christ, and his promise to come again.  I think, like John the 

Baptist,  we do this well, and we do it with humility.  

 The hope, the peace, the love, and joy that we express during 

advent points clearly to the christ-child, and this is the witness we 

offer to others. Christ has always been with us, but once again we 

are celebrating his coming. It’s not grandiose—it’s subtle, maybe 

it’s not marketable, but it is the witness we offer to the world 

during each advent season.  

  Yes, Advent gives us an opportunity to witness,  and therein 

lies its importance But is also gives us the permission we need to 

hope for peace, to hope for charity and unity in our families, and 

to hope for justice in the world. 
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 Most of us will probably never be known as "the greatest 

anything," but we can, like John the Baptist, be great in the eyes of 

God, making others aware of the ONE who is The Greatest.  By 

words or example— I can’t think of anything we could do that 

would be greater than that. 


